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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to the duty of disclosure and 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1), enclosed is Form 
PTO-1449, listing art which may be material to patentability of the invention, together 
with copies of references listed therein. 

I hereby certify that each item of information contained in this information 
disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this 
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statement. A copy of the International Search Report in which the references were cited 
is also attached as evidence of the relevance of these patents. Applicant believes that no 
fee is due. However, if a fee is in fact due for this Supplemental Information Disclosure 
Statement, the Commissioner is authorized to charge our Deposit Account No. 06-2425. 
A duplicate copy of this paper is enclosed. 
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Copies of Cited References 
Return Postcard 

Howard Hughes Center 
6060 Center Drive, Tenth Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90045 
Telephone: (310) 824-5555 
Facsimile: (310) 824-9696 
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□ Certified Copy of Priority 
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Incomplete Application 
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Drawing(s) 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to^he USPTO or deposited with the United States Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria.VA 22313-1450 on the 



Typed or printed name 



James W. Paul 



Date 
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April 12, 2004 
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)ss) hn application. Confidentiality is governed by 35IU.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to 12 
ikidi/g gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon 
the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be 
sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800'PTO-9199 and select option 2. 
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U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
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Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



10/608,787 



JUNE 26, 2003 



RICHARD D. LEE 



3747 
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FINEL:63549 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner Cite 
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Document Number 



Number 
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US- 4,586,908 



US- 5,299,961 
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US- 



US- 
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US- 



US- 



US- 



US- 



US- 



US- 



US- 



US- 



us- 



us- 



us- 



us- 



Publication Date 
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Cite 
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Publication Date 
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Applicant of Cited Document 
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Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 
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Office 3 Number 4 Kind 5 
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GB 


344 735 A 




03-12-1931 


Sulzer AG 










DE 


44 03 405 A 




08-10-1995 


Thyssen Nordseewerke GmbH 










DE 


36 29 520 A 
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DE 


19 22 978 A 




11-12-1970 
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'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901 .04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of 
document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if 
English language Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by 
the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1 .14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED 
FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 
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•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 

1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 120 minutes to 
complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. 
Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information 
Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR 
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



// you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 



